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PATRICK CODON

Within minutes of talking to Patrick Godon, you feel
his love for music, piano and his role as director of the
Tower Chorale.

Godon has been the music director of the Western Springs
chorus for 15 years.

“Bringing people together to create something so beautiful
for the community is a wonderful experience,” he said. “Music
is composed of the people making it, and that, to me, is life.”

The Tower Chorale is a volunteer, community choir made up
of 90 voices from all over the western suburbs. They perform
in three weekends of concerts each year. Godon challenges his
chorus members with a variety of elevated music, performing
in four parts and sometimes eight.

“We have such talented singers,” he said. “I push them,
because I know they can handle it. Sometimes our singers
aren’t sure they can learn a difficult piece, but after a few
weeks, they gain confidence and say, ‘We can do this.””

The Tower Chorale launched more than 40 years ago. Most
members, who vary in age from high-schoolers to seniors,
reside in Western Springs and La Grange; two members have
been there from the start. They rehearse on Monday evenings.

To celebrate the 250th anniversary of America, the chorale
recently performed a celebration of songs that helped shape the
American musical landscape.

Godon, an accomplished pianist, organist and conductor,
performs regularly with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.
He lives in Lake Forest, where he serves as the organist and
choirmaster at the Church of the Holy Spirit in his community.

“I’ve always loved music, and knew it would be a career for
me one day,” Godon said.

To learn more about joining the Tower Chorale or for
performance information, visit towerchorale.org.

More about Patrick

Do you have any interests outside of music? My wife
and I have three sons. I love to read to them. We are into The
Three Investigators series. Our boys enjoy sports and music—
that takes up a lot of our time!

What do you enjoy most about the Tower Chorale
and Western Springs community? This community enjoys
culture. They want to have experiences, and we can give that to
them. The Tower Chorale is such a special group. I invite anyone
to check us out—all are welcome! M
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